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2023 was an exciting year for the Wamego Public Library
and our community! The year started with a very large hole
behind the Library and ended with a beautiful new addition.
With the help of many volunteers we packed up our entire
collection and moved boxes, books, shelving, and furniture
into the new space. The new Kirkpatrick Children’s Library is
an inviting area for families to read, play, and learn together.

Throughout the year, we were able to provide all our Library
services to the community while functioning on just the
main floor of the building. Dedicated Library staff continued
to arrange and rearrange the space to best meet the needs
of our patrons. We are so grateful for the partnership with
the Wamego Senior and Community Center for allowing us
to hold our free weekly Library programs, events, and
classes. Without their generosity, programming would be
on hold throughout the construction project.

The remodel is underway with hopes to have it completed
late this spring. We are looking forward to moving
everything back into place and having more space for you
to study, read, socialize, and learn something new. A ribbon
cutting and dedication ceremony will be announced
through our newsletter, website, and social media
platforms, so be sure to follow us for the latest updates.

| hope you enjoy a quick look at our year in pictures and
numbers in the pages that follow. It's our attempt to
highlight the value of this public space and the people in
our community that are impacted in a positive way through
caring Library staff, fun educational programs, and lifelong
learning.

If you haven't had a chance to stop in, we'd love to see you
and give you a tour!

Darci Hildebrand, Director
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This was a big year for the
Expansion and Renovation Project!
We saw the new addition of the
Library go from wood framing to
being fully completed. The Library
has added a brand new Children’s
Library, programming space, and an
additional entrance off of 5th Street
for the public to use. We were able
to move in at the end of the year
and welcome our community at the
start of 2024.

We are so thankful that our
community helped us transition
into the new space. We could not
have done the big move without a
fleet of volunteers. Volunteers
helped us box up books and other
Library materials, move boxes and
furniture, shelve books, shelf read to
put all the books in order, and so
much more. As a staff we can not
thank our volunteers enough.

Our new Children’s Library is being
dedicated to William and Lovetta
Kirkpatrick. The Kirkpatricks
donated part of their estate to the
Library, which inspired the Library
Board and staff to dream big. We
are so excited to be able to honor
their legacy by naming the new
children’s space after them.
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Top 3 Books of 2023
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A Day at the Library
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CIRCULATION

THIS YEAR WE

27,578 3,224

Visitors to Library
the Library Card Holders

INTERLIBRARY

This year the Library received $320,400 in tax

revenue and provided $925,900 of value in services
to our community.




ADULT PROGRAMMING

Year in Review
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YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMMING

Year in Review

252 pene

patrons

Z]

Programs

] - ‘
DIY Christmas

Breakout Box



CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMING

Year in Review
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patrons minutes
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patrons programs

Thank you generous
to our sponsors!
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involved.

VOLUNTEERS

Dedicated
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The Wamego Friends of the Library continues to seek
new members to actively support programming in our
Library and the community. Their fundraising events
include the annual Thanksgiving Pie Sale and
membership drive. They are working on marketing
their organization by designing

t-shirts to sell as a new fundraising opportunity, as well
as a feather flag to announce themselves when
attending public events. Follow on Facebook to stay

Volunteer
Hours

The Wamego Public Library's Board of Trustees is composed of seven dedicated individuals
who believe in the positive impact a thriving library can bring to a community. We are so
thankful that they guide our Library by fulfilling our mission to enrich lives, promote literacy,
and build community by bringing together people, information, and ideas.

QUICK
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

We are fortunate to have creative people in our community that are
willing to share their time with us for our program partnerships! Over the
course of the year we have seen the benefits of bringing together local
businesses, organizations, and individuals to share their knowledge
through Library programs for children, teens, and adults.

Summer

) different

Readmg community
utilized partners
Adult different

Programs community
utilized partners
Young Adult different

Programs 3 community
utilized partners

Children’s different

Programs community
partners

utilized

5 Community
totaling: Partnerships



DONORS AND GRANTS

A huge
to our donors.

Memorials and donations given to the Library greatly impact the level
of service we can provide for the community. This past year the Library
received over $51,300 in donations through our memorial program to
honor a loved one, Wamego Community Foundation Match Day, and
fundraisers. Using these funds, we have purchased additional books
and materials for check-out, enhanced programming, supplemented
funding for the building construction project, and displayed a new
StoryWalk® book each month. We are so thankful for the generosity
and support of our community.

GRANTS

The Wamego Public Library and the Friends of Wamego Public

Library were awarded $8,450 in grant funding in 2023. These
grants funded various Library programs for children, teens, and
adults; professional training for Library staff; additions to our book
collection; and support for the Expansion and Renovation Project.




