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What a year it has been for the Wamego Public Library! After
years of planning, fundraising, and navigating a construction
zone, we are thrilled to say—the renovation is complete!
With the help of many dedicated volunteers, we moved our
collection out of storage and into its rightful place in our
beautifully renovated space. After months of operating with
limited room and a collection in boxes, we were thrilled to
fully reopen just in time for 2024 Summer Reading Program.
The official Ribbon Cutting at the end of the summer was a
proud moment, marking a new chapter for the community
treasure that is the library.

Throughout the year, the library was alive with activity. We
hosted classes, book clubs, storytimes, play sessions, and
author talks, welcoming the community through our doors
in record numbers. It has been a joy to see our meeting
rooms buzzing with activity, our technology being put to
good use, and—most importantly—our collection back on
the shelves and in the hands of readers.

August brought a big transition as our fearless leader, Darci
Hildebrand, stepped down as Director. | had the privilege of
stepping into the role in November, and it has been an
honor to serve this incredible community over the past few
months. Darci left big shoes to fill, but | am excited to build
on her legacy and continue making the library the best it
can be.

2024 marked both an ending and a beginning—the close of
our renovation era and the start of something new. Now,
with a fully realized space, we look forward to putting it to
great use and making it shine. As you explore this report, |
hope it serves as a celebration of how far we've come and a
glimpse into all the exciting things ahead.

Thank you for your support, your enthusiasm, and your love
for the library. We can’t wait to see you here!

Maci Muirillo, Director






Top 3 Books of 2024
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A Day at the Library
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Adult Programs

Year in Review

531 .0 32

patrons programs

Cork Board
String Art

Murder‘Mystery | Stained Iéss
at the Columbian with Jacque E.




Watercolor Class H B Survival orksho
at the Columbian Fishing Lesson

Punch Needle Coloring Night
Embroidery at the Brew



Children’s Programs

Year in Review
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The Wamego Public Library’'s Board of
Trustees is composed of seven dedicated
o a r O individuals who believe in the positive
impact a thriving library can bring to a
community. We are so thankful that they
guide our Library by fulfilling our mission
T r u Stees to enrich lives, promote literacy, and

build community by bringing together
people, information, and ideas. This year,
the Board of Trustees interviewed and

Ded icated hired a new director, created and
M b implemented policy, and oversaw the
empbers completion of our Renovation and

Expansion project.

Friends of the Wamego Public Library
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Volunteers

Volunteer Hours

Each year we are blessed to have
amazing volunteers from our
community to help the Wamego
Public Library. This year was no
exception, we relied on our
volunteers to help with two moves,
facilitate programming, and more!
We are so thankful that our
community is willing to help support
the library through volunteer work.




Community Partnerships

We are fortunate to have creative people in our community that are
willing to share their time with us for our program partnerships! Over the
course of the year we have seen the benefits of bringing together local
businesses, organizations, and individuals to share their knowledge
through Library programs for children, teens, and adults.

Adult

different

Programs community
utilized partners

Children’s different

Programs community
utilized partners

totaling: 6

Community
Partnerships




Donors & Grants

A huge
to our donors.

Memorials and donations given to the Library greatly impact the level
of service we can provide for the community. This past year the Library
received over $61,443 in donations through our memorial program to
honor a loved one, Wamego Community Foundation Match Day, and
fundraisers. Using these funds, we have purchased additional books
and materials for check-out, enhanced programming, supplemented
funding for the building construction project, and displayed a new
StoryWalk® book each month. We are so thankful for the generosity
and support of our community.

Grants

The Wamego Public Library and the Friends of Wamego Public
Library were awarded $8,565 in grant funding in 2024. These
grants funded various Library programs for children, teens, and
adults; professional training for Library staff, additions to our book
collection; and support for the Expansion and Renovation Project.



